" Whatever grabs you this year let it amaze you and energize you as we move forward in 2017." S o 2016 is in the books and we find ourselves starting what will hopefully be a productive and engaging new year. As I write this, we are in the midst of the holiday excitement (imagine some might say madness!). I genuinely enjoy this time of year. Despite the fact that most of our schedules get far too busy, the genuine feeling around home and office seems to be a positive one.
Folks seem a bit quicker to say hello or offer a holiday greeting. My little ones can barely contain themselves at the thought of the holidays. This was hammered home on December 3rd when my 4-year-old jumped out of bed at 6 am and was promptly found crying his eyes out on the stairs. When asked what was wrong, he said between sobs, that there were no presents under the tree. As you might imagine an interesting conversation ensued to explain the finer points of how the Gregorian calendar works. I will allow the reader (especially those with children) to imagine the successful parenting moment that turned out to be.
Despite my lack of not winning the "parent of the year" award, the biggest thing that I've learned from my children through all of this is to try and see the world through their lens. Their sense of joy and amazement at some of the simplest things is inspiring. Many of us have had a great deal of experiences in our life, which can something take the shine off of new experiences. Yet this is the greatest gift my kids have given me, to continue to let life surprise and amaze me.
My hope for us all this year is that you will find that amazement as well. Now I don't expect it was something under the Christmas tree, but maybe something much more valuable. A new relationship started, or rekindling of an old one. Possibly it is a new job or the start of a new phase of life. Or, you have taken up a new hobby, or increasing your knowledge in your field of expertise. Maybe it's finally finishing that project that has been on the back of your desk for too long.
Whatever 
